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WILAT IS RELIGION 7

Iait to go to clinrehy to-day,
To keep devout nnd seem o peay,

De desling slander throngh the town ?

Poes every sanctimontous face,
Denote the eertain refgn of grace ?
1soea not u phiz which seowld at sin—
Of vell by pocrisy within®
In it 1o take our duily walk,
Anil of onr own good deeds 1o talk;
Yet often practios seerct erime,
Aud thus mis-spend our precions time

I8 it for seet and creed 1o fighe,
Ta eall nur zeal the mmbe of righe,
When whit we wish 15 at the bost
Th see our Clivech excel the rest ?

Is 0t to wonr (e eliding dross,
And Iove to all mankind profiss,
T treat with som the hnmble pour,
And har nguinst them every duor?

Ol oo ! religion menns not this,
Its fiuit more sweet and thireris :

Tts pree prs this -
As yoit would have the do to you

to others do

It grivves 1o hear an {ll report,

And scorns with hivman woes to sport ;
O others deeds it spoaks nodll

But tells of good or else keps st

Political.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE,

Fellow-Citizna of the Sonote aud o

t"if ll'l'{;i'i'}rf'.ir-‘rl'“r"'r X2

Theecontinued disorganization of the
Union, to which the President la= so
often called the attention of Congre-
isvet asubject of profound  politieal
eoncern,  We may, howeves, fiad <ome
relief feom that llIl\ii'f‘\' im the refle
tion that this painful palitical situn
tion, although before untried by our
selves, is not new in the expericnee of
mations,  Politieal seience, |~-'i'h 145 s
highly perficted in our own time ad
conntey asinoany other, his ot yet
isclosid mny menns by which eivil
wars can he absolutely prevented, An
anlightened  nation, however, with o
wige anid benificent constitution of (ree
government, may diminish their fie-
queney and mitigate theiy sovority by
directing all its procecdings in gecnnd-
anes with its fundamental law. Whea
vivél war has been brought 1o a oloss,
itis manifistly the fest inos vl
duty of the Snte to vepair the injuri
which the war hns inflicted, aod 1o se-
anre the benelit of the lessons it teacl-
es 08 fully and specdily as possible,
This Muty was; upom the termination
uflll. ‘r|w|“---t,Ilt'-llnlsi[} '1------3|tr-|,llul
only by the Execntive Department,
bt by the insureectionaey States them-
solves + and restoration in the fest
moments ol e wis Dedioved o In
as easy and cortain as Q6 was indispen-
sable, ]':\"lt‘:'l!l[ilﬂh, howeve s then
#0 reasonably and contiddently  enter-
tained, were disappointed by legisla-
tion from which I felt constmingd by
my obligations to the Constitution to
withhold my assent. It is, therefore,
a source of profound regret that, in
ﬂtllllp]_\’ing with the oblieation impos-
od upon the President by the Constitn-
tion, to give the Congress from time

And ere to-morrow's sun zoes down !

tion of the Constitution and laws, '}r:\iriu; the dignity ond equality and
and os the excention of the laws &5 not | rights of States of individuals, sl
now obstrueted or spposed by physi- | that when this was done thewar should
eal foree, there is no military or other |cense, I do not say that this declura-
neeessity, real or pretended, which ean | tion is  personally ™ binding on those
prevent obedience to the Constitution, | who joined in making it, any more
cither Novth or Sounth. AU rights| than individual members of Congress

tand all obligations of States and indi- | gpe petsonally bound to pay a publie |

vidupl= eun be proteeted and enforced | delit created” under o law  for which
[Ly means perfectly  consistent with | they voted 3 but it was a salemn pub-|
fundamental law,  Courts may be|licofficial pledge of vational honor, T
everywhere open, and if open, their | cannot imagine npon what grounads re-
process  would be  animpeded, and pudintion of itis to |H_-l|1|'.\|iﬁ!‘l|. If
erimes aguinst the United Statescan be (i be said  that we are not bound to
prevented or pusishid by proper judi= | keep faith with rebels, let it be under- |
jeinl authorities in a manner Hllirl-]_\‘ et that this Iah-llgn- was not made to
practicable and legal.  Tnere s, there- | phels only ¢ thousands of true mon in
fare, 1o renson why the Constitution | the Sonth were dieawn to our =tandard
shoulil nat be obeved, unless those who | Ly it andihundreds of thonsands in the
exercise its powers have determined | Nopth gave their lives, in the belief
that it chall be disreaarded and isalat- | that it would be carvied out, It was|
el os the mere naked will of the Gove|made on the day aftor the first great
erinent, or of some one or wore of it2| lattle of the war had bheen foueht and
branches, in any obstacle that can exist | lost,  All patviotic and intelligent men
to perfect the Union of all the States | thien saw the necessity of giving sueh |
on the momentous question, and zome gy assoranee, and believing that with-
of the measures growing ont of it, I'had [out it the war wonld end in digastor |
the misfortime to differ from Congress, [ o our conse.  Having given that as-
nnd  have expressed my convietion | syranes in onr estromity and peril, o
without reserve, thongh with becoming | violation of'it now in the day of our
{ theference to opinions of the Legislative power wonld be o rude vendering of
| Department, those convietions were | that gond faith which holdé the moral
not only unchanged, bt strengthened | worlld together.,  Our countey would
by subsequent events, and further ve- | peqse to have Hy oluiin tf!"'u.th-' GOl S
[leetions of transcendent importance o | idenee of men,  Tewonll meke the!
the subject. Lt will be a suffivient ex- | war not only n filuee, bat a fvand, |
[ense [ ealling your attention to some!|  Beine sinverely eonvinead that these
of the rensons which hinve so sirongly | views ave corveet, T would b unfhith-
influenced my own judgnsent. Thope [l to my duty i1 did not reeommenid
thot we nmay all finally concur in gl repeil of " these Aets of Conyess

mode of settlement, consistent at onee | which place ten of the Southern Siptes |
with otir true interests and with our under the dumination ol militars 1ns-
sword dutivs to the Constitation. 1t s, T ealm vefloetion shall satisty a

= fim) JIITr!r‘.ll :1[1r| tor l_jﬂ‘t i Il<_‘ ":'4":'}'

ejority of vonis honorable hodies thet
It is elear to my appre-

velinguishel. the acls refbrred o are not only 1 vio-

huasion that the States lately in ve-{ Jation of nationa] fiith, but it diveet
hetlion ave stll members of  the {oonflict with the Constitution.  Tdare

ationnl  Union. When did they |yt permit mysell to donbt that vou
eeaze 1o be so S Oedinances of seees= | will jmme lintely strike them from the

i aedopted by a portion—in mist of
them wvery small poetion of their eiti-
e anlhivies, I we admit now
that they were valid and  effectual for
purpess intended by their anthorities,
we from wder one ot the
wi geonnd upon which we justified
the war, Wore these States alterwards
expellelfivom the Union: by the way ?
Ihire ""l.‘ thie oo ey was ave ried by
thistinvernment to be its purpose, nnd
was o undlorstond - by all these whe
eeve theke hlood il trey vaid in
s prosecit It ennn that a
sueeessfin]l wiee wigzed for thie preserva-
tiosod the U oton, lod the ol oftoet
i -nl\'ili_' it.

statute hool to demonsteatethe Union,
and s to the constitutional chameter
[of these avtz, T need do no more than
refer to I?;"fl' e 1.\! Proy f-:lnn 3 h
must be seen at onee that they ave not
':Hllhuri.u--! o dietate what allemtions
shall be wade in the constitutions of
the geveral States, to control the clee-
tiops of State Le sislatures St ite ofticer
of Clonmress, and eloe-
tors of Preesident and Viee-President,
by authority declaring who shall vote
Laged who shall be exeluded from that
ili'-.\"lti w0y o discolve State ] 1=l
tures orprovent ther fiom a
L{A] <=-i‘ll'1i'- .|||‘|
tionaries

NS wey

1

(1]

and mamb

e<and othervivil fine-
| L M ] Rl o 1 . 1
Piis Flie vietory of” the of Bttes aiul nppeint ofliers

WS aris was not g we of her | ithont regand to State Loy, ty organ-
potioys  “The dofl ol secession on e o and aperate all politien] machinery
Battle-islilwas nota teinmphol i law- | Grsies. 1o reenlare the whole adimin-

iz Ii]';h- |:r. snorconld Conpres , with

i istration of theiv domestic and Toeal aft |
nt of the Exevi-

OF Withiont the oo s neconding  to the moere will of

tive, do anything which woulidl bave | snge and irresponsible agents &

the el divectly orindiveetlyolsopi- | ione them for that purpose,  These
rafing the States from each other. Mo |4 powers ot granted to the Federal
disolve  the Union, is 4o repeal the | Goyerpmont o to any one of its

Constitugion which holds it together, | bsmelies, and not being granted, wo
anil that is o power whivh does not be- | violate our trust by esum e them as
long to any part of this Governent '
ot toall of them united,  This is
phain that ¢ has beon noknowledged by
all branches of the Foderal Govern-
ment, My predecessor, aswell as my-

pidpably as we wounld by acting in the
i Ilﬂ-i:?\'l' il!!l'l‘ili!'[. I:‘\' lil"
Constitution fivhids ns to do. what-
ovor i does pot Iir!!mli\'l']y anthor-
eXpress words or by

=21

| tee of

ey cither by

Hjuddicod and vight minded men,

[foe a competent judicial iribunal,

to time, information of the state of the Sl and the E"_" lsof all the depuit-
Umion. L am wnable to communicate  ments, buve uniformly acted upon the
any definnte adjustment, satisfictory to Prineiple thit the I"”"}” ' hoy ouly
the American people, of questions, | widissolved bui fudissolnable,  Con-
which, since the close of the rebellion, [ gress subantied an a ""-"’l'.“"“" of the
have agitated the mind.  On the con-| Lonstitution to be ratiticd by t!f"
trary, candor compels e to declare, Southern States, wrd aceepted  their
that all this time there is no Union, | 8tis of ratiheation os o NEC==ATY

woour fathers understood the term, | lowlul exercise of their hizhest fune- |

aud as they meant it to be understood | tion. 11 they were not States, oF were
by us.  The Union which they cstal- | States out of the Union, their consent
lished, can exist only where all the 1o ‘_‘!“I“’_-f" inthe fundamental Jaw n:l
States are represented in both Houses | the L DN would have heen nigatory 1
of Congress, and where oue State is | i]lll]ll ( u:ll,_:lﬂiu, |u|litt~.x:||_.-i_]1-'.mi:u-]:_x.lrhl;.l
i ither to regulate its inrer- | Poitical - absurdity, 1e <Judiemfy |
:l;.lt::;:“?:r?:::l!l!'lﬁlrlllill"r"l Iitt.-n.‘u nwill, [ s alzo given the solemn sanction al |
and where the laws of the central goy- | its anthority to the same view of the |
erninent is s[ri('l]_" confined to m llIl-_-!'-a "éll"‘\'- The '_I lzes of the ﬁzl]ul‘l-nu-
of mational jurisdiction,and apply with | Court _|"\‘." _Hil'fll'! sl the Sonthern
equal force to all people of every see- Stes in theie circles, and they are
tion, and that such is not the prosent |constantly.in bane and clsewhere exer-
stateof the Union,  Itis a melancholy
fact, and we all must amowledge that
the restoration of the States to their
rand legul relations with the [t onent |
g‘« eral government, and with one an- l_ nion, the ( ‘um.-mut‘ln:l i« supreme law |
ather, according to the terms of erigi- | or them as well a< for all other States |
mal compact, would be the greatest | they ave bound to obey it and s0 are|
tem blessine which God in his|we.  Right of Federal Government |
kindest Providence conld bestow upon | of \1‘Tl_i<-]l i8 clear and unguestionabie |
this matéen. It becomes our impern- [to enforee the Ci rli"li[l”illll'llli’.lll thrmi
tive duty, to eonsider whether or nat, | and impliescorrellative ll|!|l_‘.!:lEIU:t5 on |
it is impoasible to cffect this most de- | our part to ohserve its limitations and |
sirable consummation. The Unionand | execute its guarantees.  Without the |
Canstitution are inseparable, ns lonz as | Constitution we are nothing. I.i".',
ane is obeyed by all parties, the other | throngh and nader the Constitution
will be preserved,and if oneis destroy- | we are what it makes us.  We nay
ed, both must perish together, The doubt the wisdom of law, we may not |
destruction of the Constitution will be approve “f4l5 provisions, bat we can- |
followed by other and still greater ca- | ot vielate it merely becanse it seems |
lamitics. It was ordained not only to | to confine our powers within limits|
form a more ect Union between | naaower than we mu_ld wish, Tt is|
the States, but to establish justice and | not a question of individual or class or |
domestic tranquility, provide for the |sectional interest, much less of party
common defense, promote the general | forbearance, but of dnty, high and si-
welfire, and secure the blessings of | cred duty, which we are all sworn to
1 to ourselves and our posterity. | perform. If we cannot support the

Stresof the Union, It the -*--nli'..-rui

States are  component parts  of the

cising jurisdiction which docs not be- |,
]uil__: to them unless those Slates are | o

Nothing but implicit obedicnce to its
requirements in all parts of the coun-
try will mmxliah these great ends,
and without that obedience we can
look foﬂmd' n:slq!gdtolmint}imm! lom-
mages upon individual rights and in-

t breaches of thep?.lh]ic pence,
mll wenkness, financial distress,

o b, 39 i

Constitution with the cheerful alaerity
of those who love and believe in it we
must giveto it at least the fidelity of
public servants who act under solemn
obligations and communds which they
dare not disregand.  Constitutional
duty is not only one which requires
States to be restored, but there is an-
other Coustitution which though of
minor importance is yet of greai
weight.  On the 22d of July 1861,
Congress declared by an almost unani-
mous vole of both houses that the war
ahoulsfbe oundnmdl:{enly {?rl?: pm;
pose of preservi nion an

maintain the saprefacy of the Feder-
al Constitution and laws without im-

3

w

elear impliention, 11 theauthority we
lesim Lo 1pEe ll- &5 not 1o us
through the Constitution, we can ox-
ense it only by wsaepation, and  nsur-
pation is the most dangerous of all po-
bitien] erpmes, and by that crime the
ciienties of a free government, in all
azes, have worked out theiv designs
i publie liberty and private
arht, T leds diveetly  and fmmedi-
ately to the establishment of an abso-
Inte vule for undelegated power, it is
always anlimited and ‘unrestrined.
The acts of Congres in fuetion,
are not lmi:\' l']:",i"'Ti'!llli!I!i' fire their as-
sumption of unpardonable power, bt
many of their provisions are in eon-
flict with dircet provision of the
Constitntion,  The Constitution eon-
mands that a vepublican form of Gov-
ernment shall be guuranteed to all
1t no person shall be iii‘;ll';\'-
y, liberty or preperty without
doe process of law, or bo arrested
withont a judicial warrant, or punish-|
ed without a fr trinl befire an im-
partinl jury, and that the priveloges of
habeas corpus shall not be denied in
times of peace, and  that no bill ot at-|
tainder shall be passed even agninst a
single individual, Yot a eystem of
mensures  established by these aets
of Congress, doos totally subvert and
destroy this form, as well 25 the sul-
stunce ol a Republican government in
the'ten States to which they apply, It
binds them hand aud foot in absolute
slavery, and subject them tou strango |
and hostile power, moreunlimited and |
more likely to be abused, thanany oth- |
er now kuown among eivilized men. It|
tramples down all those rights in
which the essence of liberty consists, !
and which free government s always |
the most carcful to protect. It denies
the habeas corpus and trial by jurv. |
Personal freclom of property and life |
ifassaulted by passion, predudice or |
or rapacity of a ruler, have no security |
whatever  Ithas the effect of a bill
of attainder or bill of painsand penal- |
tics, not upon o fow imli\'inhmliu but |
upon the whole masses, ineluding mil- |
lions who inhabit and are subject to |
the States, and even their unborn chil-
dren.  These wrongs being expressly
forbidden, cannot heconstitutionally in- |
flicted upon any portion of vur people
no matter how they have come within
our jurisdiction, and no matter wheth-
er they live in States, territories or dis-
tricts. I have no desive to save from
proper and just consequences of their
great crime those who engaged in the

|

jmanity woald not reqiire us (o save

’muu of prople. . No independent

[lot,  Just released from slavery, it may
{be doubted whether as a class, they
|lenow more than their ancestors, or
{how to organize and regulate eivil so-
Indeed it is admitted that the

rebellion against the government, hut
as a mode of ]b:I'li-‘-IlllI--m. the measnres
under the constitution are the most n-
reasonable that ecould be invented.

.\I;!Il}’ ol those ]r.-np]u are  perfieet vI:l!}'.

Iy innoeent;  wmany  were  Joyal | blacks of the South ave not only re-
to the lust; many were incapable | gardless of the rights of property, but

of'any légal offense, a large portion of
persons, even eapuble of boaring arms
were forewd into the eebellion neinst
their will, and of those whoe are wuilty
with their own eonsent, desvees of
anilt nre as varions as the shudes of
their character and temper,  Butthese |
acts of Congress conlound them alto-
gutherin vengeanee upon elusses, seets
and |1-|rrE|-a. o upin. whole connnuni-
Lies, foroflense committedl |:‘\' 0 1|-|:‘{Em1'
of them nzainst the governments to
which they owed obelicnee, was com-
mon in the barbarons ages of the world ;
bt elivistinnity amd elvilization have
made sueh prozress, that revonrse ton
punishment so evuel and unjust woulid
meet with condemmnation of all unpre-
Puni-
tive justice of this age, especially of
this country, does not consist in strip-
ping whols States of their :Iihnni.-..-_
andl reducingall their people, withont
d stinetion, to the condition of sluvery,
It deals separately with eachindivida- |
al contines itseli to forms of law, and
vindio
tial exnminations of every ensp D
11
this does not satisiy all, et ne contale
onrsslves by reflecting that a fiee Con-
stitution, trivmphant in war, and  wp-
broken in  peace, worth  fie
to us and our ehilileen, than eratiicg-
tion of any present feeling, I am
nware Chot 1t is assnmed thae this eys-
tem of government for the Sonthern
Stntes i< ot o he |":'F!-“1l'.!‘ It s
true this military governiment is ta be

w utterly iguomnt of publie affhirs
that their votihg can consist in noth-
ing more than eareying a ballot to the
place where they are divected to de-
| posit it,

I nead not remind vou that the
exereise of the elective fianchise is the
highest attribute of an - American citi-
ren, end that, when guarded by virtae,
intelligenve, patriotism, and proper ap-
precintion of our free institutions, it
constitnles  the true basis of a demo-
{eratie form of government, in which
the sovereign power i lodged in the
body ol the lwn|||l_-, A trust artifi-
ri:llly crented, not for its own sake, but
solely as 0 means of promoting the
gencral welfare, its influence  for good
must neecssarily depend upon the ele-
vated chargeter mu\ true allegiance of
thé elector, 1t ought, therefore, to be
reposed in none exeept those whoare
fittel, morally and mentally, to ad-
minister it well; for, if conforred upon
those whn do not justly estimate its
value, and who ave indifferent as to its |
results, it will only sarve a3 a means |
ol placing power in the hands of the
naprineipled and ambitions, and must
eventuate in the complete destruction |
of that liberty of which it should be |

es its own purity | ¥ oon inpar

the most powerful conservator, I have, |
therefore, heretofre urged upon your |
attention the great danger to be appre-
hended from an untimely  extension of
the elective franchise to any  new class
inour conntry ; v-pm-.iuil_\.-. when a
laego majority of that elass in wielding
the power thus placed in their hand

15

nne

only provisional, but it is thronsl | cannat be expeeted corrcetly to com-
this temporry evil that a greater evil | preliend the duties and responsibilities |
15 to be male perpetnl,  1F snacnties | which perlain o soffiuze, Y!‘.—It‘l‘a]:l)',l
of the Constitution ean be broken | ns it were, tour millions PerEong yere

provisionally to secure a tempornry pui-
=i, 1 ill n ]':I!'! fl?]l'\‘ "l""'l'liIH"\'. \_v;{-I
can destroy then every where, sl for
ull time,  Arbitrory muasnres often
chun o, bt l|||-_.‘ L |l-~1‘l]|_\' echatiee |‘“I‘
worse, It s the canse of desnotism
that lins no haltins place. Ti temis-
tod exered
T

lield ina condition of slavery that had
existed for genorations, To-day they
are feeewmen, and are assumed by law
to be citizens, It cannot be presumed
o thelr previous condition of servi-
tide that as a elass they are s well in-
forined s to the nature of our Goy-
cenment as the intelligent  foreigner,
wha makes our lovel home his choice,
Inthe easo of the latter, neither,
esidlenee of five years and knowledie
ol onr institations which it gives, nor
atfachment to the principles of the
Constitution are the only eonditions
upon which heean be admitted to eiti-
zewship,  He minst prove, in addition,
a good moval chavpeter, and  thus give
reasonable gronnd fior belief that he
will be fuithiul to the obligations
which hie aseumes, a8 4 citizen of the
Republic,  Where a people, the sonree
ofall politieal power speake by their
= sifleagey through the instrumentality
{of the ballot=hax, it must be carefully
fenarded against the control of those
tion of the Constiti- W o e eortupt in ]lrinr-ipll' anid ene-
a means of bringing | mivs of five il!ﬂlillﬁi"ll*, for it can
Mormlity iz abways false |only beeome to our politieal and social
when it excuses o wrong, beennse it [ svstem  a safe l'(i:lt‘llf‘lﬂr of healthy
proposes to accomplish a desivable end., | public sentiment wlien kept free from
We are not permitted to do evil that [ demoralizing  influences controlled
DBt i this exse the | through frand aml usurpation. An-
enditseltis evil as well as o means of archy and despotisni must inevitably
subjuzation of the States to negro de- | tollow,  Tn the hands of the patriotic
nomination, which would be worse | and worthy, one Government will be
than the military despotism uneder | preseeved upon the principles of the
which they are now suffering, Tt was | Constitution inherited from our fath-
believed  heforehinnd that the people ers. It follows, therefore, that in ad-
wonlil endure any amount of military | mitting to the ballot-hox 0 new cliss
oppression forany length of tima rather (of’ voters not qualifiecd for the exercise
than degiade themselves by subjection |of the elective franchise, we weaken
th the negro e ; thereloro they have | one system of  Goyvernment instend of
heen left n choice,  Negro | adding toits strength and durability,
sillingze was estabilished by an act of | L yiekl to no one in the attachment to
Congress, and military officors were [ that rule of zeneral suffeage which dis-
o |::|!|'-i t |~'|"|\>r;';|'.|'|]| the process l;llg[li-’ill:&‘ onr ll')li('_\' n Illltiﬂl'l, lllll
of elothing the nesro rmee with the | there is a limit wisely observedd hither-
political privileges to fora white men. | to which makes the Dallot a priviledge
Fie blacksin the South are entitled to and trust, and which requires of some
be well governed, and 1o have the pro- | elasses a time suitable for probation
tection of just laws forall their rights and proparition, and to give it indis-
of person and property,  1f it were crininately to new  class, wholly un-
practicabile at this time 1o give them a | prepaced by previons habits and op-
portmities to perform the trast it de-
under which they might manage their mands is to degrade it and finally des-
own alivirs in their awn way, it wonld | teoy its power, tor it may be safely ns-
become a grave question whethier we snmed that no political truth is bettor
onght to do so or whether common b= | established than that such indiserimi-
nate and all-embracivg  extension of
papular suffeage must end at last in
its overthrow and destruction. I re-
peat the expression of my willingness
that they shall govern themselves, but | to join in any plan within the scope of

dsn of power birings o zoense
vt its suliects, for they
never know what more they will be
ealled to ondire when = red right
hinndl 15 armed to plagne them again;
nor is it posible tocconjectnee how  of
Wiyt power nrcsteminad by law niny
seele 15 next vietims in States that are
st ok imay heenslivved gt ansy montent
for it the Constitution  does " not i
teot all, it protects nono 3 it is mana-
festly and avowediy tho objeot of these
luws to canfip tl}l--:‘l R Py
lewe of voting, aml o«
. number of white oith
the former i r':i fir it ) \
tions in the Southern States,
the mimds of some perions i S0 impor-
tant that the violati
tion is fustified ns
it ahoat.

in

":llllll may comnie.

without

e

wovernment oxclusively for their own

them from themsslves but under the
circumsiancss, this is only a spovala-
tive point. It is nokproposed merely

that they shall rule the whijte race, our constitutional authority  which
make and administer State laws, elect | promises to better the condition of the
Presidents and members of Congress negroes in the South by encoura ing
and shape to greater or less extent the |them in industey, enlightening their
of future desting of the whole eountry. | minds, improving their momals and
Would sucha frust of power be safein ' giving protection to all their just
such hands,  Peculiae qualities which | rights as freedmen, “but to transfer our
should eharacterize any who are fit to | political inheritance to them would, in
decide upon the mana rement of public | my opinion, be an abandonment of a
alfairs for a great State, that have sal- | duty which we owe alike to the mem-
dom been combined, Itis the glory lory of our fathers and the rights of
of the white man to know that they |our children.

have had these qualities in suffi-| The plen of put
cient m asures to build vpon this con- | States wholly, and
tinent & great political fubrie and to|
preserveitsstability formore than nine- |
tv vears, while inevi ey partofthe world |
all similar experiment have fiiled,
but if anything can be proved by these
known facts, if'nll reasoning upon the
evideneeisnutabindoned, itmpst btae-
knowledged that in the progress of na-
tions, negross have shown lesscapacity
for self-government than any other

DV~
ernment okany form have ever ﬁcen
suceessful in their hands,  On the con-
trary, wherever they have been left ta
their own devices, they has shown a
constant tendency to relapse into bar-
barism. Inthe Southern States how-
ever, Congress has undertaken to con-

ting the Southern
foderal government
partially, in the hands of negross, is
propossd ata time peculiarly wnpro-
pitions,  The fiundationsof so cicty
have been brokea up by eivil war.
Lidlustry must be re-organized, justioe
re-established, publie erédit maintain-
e and ordér brought out of confusion.
To accomplish these ends it would re-
quire all the wisdom and virtue of the
great men who formed our institutions
originally. 1 confidently believe that
their decendants will b equal to the
arduons sk before them, but it is
worse than mlur;; cg:ﬁ;ll;-
groes will perform it for ns,
weoughtpfutr to ask their assistance
until we despair of our own

Thuviupfntdiﬂu?“

fer upon them the privilege of the bal- | tween the racesin

moral characteristies, It will pravent
an amalgumation or fusion of {Lgm
together in one homageous mass, If
the inferi ir obtaing the ascendency over
the other, it will govern with reference
only to its own interests, for it will
recognize no comumon  iuterests, and
will ereate such a tyranny as this con-
tinent has never yet witnessed, Al-
ready negroes are influenced by prom-
ises of confiscation and plunder, They
are taught to regard as an enemy
every white man who has any respeot
for the rights of his own mee,  if this
continues it must become  worse and
worse until all order will be subvert-
ed, nll industry ccase and the fortile
fields ofthe Sonth grow up into a wil-
derness.  Of all the dangers which our
nation has encountered, nono are equal
to those ahead which must result from
the suceess of an effort now making to
Africanize half our country. T would
not put the eonsiderations of money in
competition with justice and right, hut
the expenses incited to reconstruction,
under the system adopted by Congress
to ageravate what I regard as an in-
trinsic wrong of the mensure itself, It
has cost llliﬁil!ll-! already, and if pee-
sisted in, will ndd Lirgely to the weight
of taxation already too oppressive to
be borne without just complaint, and
muy lnally reduee the treasury of the
nation toa condition of bunkruptey,
We must not delude ourselves, It will
require a strorg standing army ; and
robably more than two hundred mil-
ions of dollars per nonum  to main-
tain the supremacy of a negro govern-
ment after it is established. “The sum
thus thrown away would, if properly
usad, form a sinking fiund Inrge e:mu:xt
to pay the whole nutional debt in less
than fifteen years. It is vain to hope
that the negroes will maintain their
ascendency themselves without mili-
tary r’uw-ﬂ'; thoy are wholly incapable
of holding in subjection the white peo-
ple of the South. I submit to the
judgement of Congress whether the
public eredit may not be injurionsly
nffected by a system of mensures like
this.  With our debt and vast private
interests, which are complicated with
it; we eannot be too cautious of a poli-
oy which might by possibility impair
the confidence of the world in onr
Government.  That  confidence ean
only be retained by eavefully ineulea-
ting the principles of justice and honor
in the popular mind, und by the most
serupulous fidelity to all our engage-
ments of cvery soft. Any serivus
breach of the organic law, it persisted
in for a considerable time, cannot hat
create fears for the stability of our in-
stitutions. The habitnal vielation of
the preseribed rules which we bind
ourselves to observe, must demoralize
the people; our only standard of civil
duty would besct at nanght, and the
sheet anchor of our political morality
is lost ; publie conscience swings from
its moorings and yiclds to every im-
pulse, passion and interest.  If we re-
lnnliutc the Constitution, we will not
e expected to care much for mere pe-
cuninry obligations. The violation of
such a pladge as we made on the 22d
of July, 1861, will assuredly diminish
the market value of our other sceu-
rictics, Dosides, if we now acknow-
ledge that the national debt was ereat-
el, not to hold the States in the
Union, 4s tax pavers were led to sup-
lum, bat to expel them from it and
il them over to be governed by ne-
groes, our moral duty to pay it may
seem much less elear. Isay it may
seem so, for I do not admit that it or
any other argument in favor of repu-
dintion can entertnined 08 sound,
but its influence on some classes of
minds may well be apprehende!,

The financial honor of this great
cotnmervial nation is !:mgu‘..\- indebted,
and with a republican foria of govern-
ment, administered Ly agents of a
]m{{u[ur choice, isa thing of such
delicate texture, and the destruction of
it would be followed by such an
unspeakable calamity that eve y true
putriot must desire to avoid whatever
might expose it to the slightest danger,
The great terests of the countey
requice  immediate rvelief from these
enactments,

Business in the South is pamlyzed
by a sense of general insecurity, by the
terror of confiscation and the dread of
negro supremaey, The Sonthern trade
from which the North woulidl have
derived 80 greata profit umder a
government of law, siill languishes and
can never be revived antil it ecases to
be fettered by arbitrary power which
makes all its operations unsafe, That
rich country, the richest in natural
resources the world ever saw, Is worse
tlan lost ifit be not soon placed under
the protection of a frea Constitution,
Instead of being as it ought to be,a
source of wealth aod power, it will
become an intolerable burden upon the
rest of the nation.  Another reason
for retracing oar steps, will doubtless
be seen by in late manifesta-
ublic  opivion upon that
subject, Welive ina  coun
popular will always enforces ience
to itsclf sooner or later. Itis vain to

tions of
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| horari
~ficial malfesmnce shoold  beconus
bk I prop

to preMrye their inheritanes of o free
government in their own hands, und
transmit it undivided and sdmpaired
to their own posierity, 's (oo sévons to
be snevessfully opposed. Every weaker
passion will disappear before “the Jove
of liberty and law, for which the
Anwrican people are distinguished
above all others in the workd,

Hew far the duty of the President,
“lo proserve, protect, and defend the
Constitation,” requires him io go in
opposing an unconstitutional act of
Congress, isa very serious and impor-
tant question, on which Lhave delibe-
rated much, and felt extremely anxious
to reach a proper conclusion.  Where
an act has been passed necomding to
the forms el the Constitation by the
supreme legislative authority, and is
rogularly enrolled among the publie
statutes of the country, kxecutive re-
sistance to it, especially in Hines of
high party excitement, wonld he like-
Iy to produce violent eollision between
the regpective adiicrents of the two
branches of the Gevernment,  Thiy
wonld be simply eivil wars and eivil
war must be resotul to only, as thy
Inst remedy  for the worst of evils.
Whatever might tend to provoke it
should be most eavefully avoided, A
faithful and conscientions Magistrate
will coneede very muchto honest error,
and something even to perverse mal-
ice, before he will endanger the public
peace ; and he will not adopt foreiblo
measures, or such ns might lead to
frce, ns long us those which are pence-
able remain open to Lim or to his eon-
stituents, It is true that cases may

cur in which the Executive would
be compelled to stand on his rights, and
m sintain them, regaediess of all enng-
quences.  If Congress shoulil pass an
act which is not only in palpable con-
flict wizh the Constitution, but will
oertatuly, if'eirrie] out; produce im-
mudute andies jrenoie mpury to the
organic steucture of tie Government,
and if there beneither judicinl remedy
for the wrongs it inthiets, nor power
in the people to proket themsel ves
without the officinl aiil of ticir elected
defieneler ; if) tor instance, the Logisla-
tive Department should pass an  net
even theouzh all the forms of law ty
alolish a  eo-ordinate  depart-
ment of the Government—in such n
case the President must take the high
responsibilities of his office, and savo
the lifs of the nation at wll hazards,
The so ealled roconsmuction  aels,
though us plainly unconstitutional as
any that can be imagined, were not
hnfiu\'t:d to be within the class lasy
mentioned,  The people were not
wholly disarmed of the power of self-
defence.  In all the Northern States
they still held in their huilsthe saered
right of the ballot, and it was safe tor
betieve that in due time they wonld
come (o the resenzof their institutions,
It gives me pleasnra to add that the
appeal to our common vonstituents
waa not taken in vain, and that my
confidence in their wisdom and virtue
seems not to have been mis=splaced,

It is well and pablicly known  that
enormous frauds have been perpetrated
on the Treasury, and that colossal
fortunes Lave been made at the publie
expense,  This species of corruption
hus inereased, is increasing, and if not
diminished will soon bring us into total
ruin and disgrace. The publie credi-
tors and the tax payersare alike
interested in un honest a:lministrwtion
of the finances, and neither elass will
endure the largo-handed robberics of
the recent pust, For this disereditable
state GF things there are soveral cattses.
Some of the taxes are 8o laid as to
present an irresistible temptation to
evade payment,  The great suing
which oilicers may win by conniviinee
at frand ercate o pressure whieh is
more than the virtue of many ean
withstand ; and there can be 1o doult
thut the" open disrdgird of the
constitutional obligtions avowed by
someof the highestand most influentinl
men in the comntry las  greatly
weakened the woril sense of thesa
who serve in  subordinate  places.
Lhe expenses of the Uniteld States,
incluling interest on the public debt
are more than six times as much a3
they were seven years ago, To col-
lact andd disburs: this vast amount re-
qit-res earctul supervision as well as
aystematio wigilance, The system,
naver parioctod, was muoh disorgan-
ized by the “Tenare of Office. Bil),”
which hasulmost destroyel olficial ac-
countability, The President may be
tharoughly convinend that an officer is
incapable, dishonest, or unfaithiful to
the Constituzion, put uader the law
which I have namel, the utinost he can
do is to complain to the Senate, and
ask the privilgge of supplying his
pluce with a bettér wan. ~ If the
Senate be regarded s personally or
politically hostile to tho Vrosident, it
i nmatural; and pot  altooother
unreasanable, for (Ne' officér to' dxpot
lhﬂt-if- 'i" hl‘g Mg lm ns &ru
possible; restr,re him to his place, and!
give hima Lrinmph over liis Executive
saperidr. Thaqx_neerlirxmhéfchhmalq

impo gity  neidi i novidentn
defectr, o?'evidnnngn, tho ‘made of
Invetignting it, and the secrety of the
ng. It 18 not wonderfl

edriiot e

i Lty sevai, and o

it dinbles him' nost espocially from
enforcing thut rigid - wshnntabilics
' whick s nsessiry to theslus exoettion
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